.BELFAST UNION, &c. 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 20 June 1851 -,—for, 

COPIES of all Communications between the Guardians of Belfast Union, 
the Poor Law Commissioners and the Board of Supervision in Scotland, 
relative to the Removal of an Infant named John Steroart from 
Stranraer to Ireland, in the Month of February 1851 ; including Copies 
of the Petition and Complaint of the Inspector of the Poor of the Parish of 
Stranraer; of the Medical. Certificate and Removal Order; and of the 
Declarations made by the Master of the Workhouse, and the Relieving 
Officer of the Belfast Union.” 



Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
4 July 1851. 



} 



W. STANLEY, Secretary. 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, ii July 1853. 



— No. 1.— 

EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, 
dated 19th March 1851. 

(No. 15,483/51-) 

That the clerk prepare a copy of the removal order which accompanied the 
child “ John Stewart,” aged 35 months, and whose parents are prisoners in the 
gaol of Stranraer ; and that he forward the removal order to the Poor Law Com- 
missioners, that they may communicate on the subject with the Board of 
Supervision, Scotland; and that the Commissioners be informed that, as the 
Guardians believe, and even suppose the order of removal to be “legal,” they 
are strongly of opinion, that it never could have been the intention of the 
Legislature to remove a child from its parents during the temporary separation, 
as in this case, and especially so, as there is no means of providing whereby 
the child should be restored to its parents. 

That the clerk communicate with Dr. Magee before forwarding the removal 
order of John Stewart to the Commissioners. 



— No. 2.— 

Copy LETTER from the Board of Guardians to the Commissioners, 
dated 24th March 1851.— [Four Enclosures.] 

(No. 16,447/51-) 

As directed by the Board of Guardians, Belfast Union, I beg herewith to 
enclose to you the removal order which accompanied the child “ John Stewart, ^ 
529. A aged 
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aged 15 months, whose parents are prisoners in the gaol of Stranraer, in order 
that you may communicate with the Board of Supervision in Scotland on the 
subject, or make such other use thereof as to you may seem fit; as the 
(Juardians believe, even suppose the order of removed to be legal, and are strongly 
of opinion, that it never could have been the intention of the Legislature to 
remove a child from its parents during the temporary separation, as in this case, 
and especially so, as there is no means providing whereby the child should be 
restored to its parents. 



Enclosure' 1 to No. 2. 



PETITION and COMPLAINT of the InajDectbi- of the Poor of the Parish of 
Stranraer, addressed to the M^istrates of the Royal Burgh of Stranraer or anv 
two of their number. ^ 

The Petition and Complaint of Henry Watt, Inspector of the Poor of the Parish of 
Stranraer, 

Humbly sheweth, 

That by Statute 8th and 9th Victoria, chapter 83, intituled, "An Act for the Amendment 
and better Admimstralion of the Laws relating to the Relief of the Poor in Scotland.” it is 
enacted, section 77, « That if any poor person bom in England, Ireland, or the Isle of Man 
and not having acquired a settlement in any parish or combination in Scotland, shall be in 
the course of receiving parochial relief in any parish or combination in Scotland, then and 
m such case it shall be lawful for the sheriff, or any two justices of the peace of the countv 
in which such parish or any portion thereof is situate, and they are hereby authorised and 
inspector of the poor, or other officer appointed by 
combination, that such poor person has become 
S bfowht f by himself or his family, to cause such, person to 

Dla^ o^KSh „ f"”; r‘‘i ' 1 *““'”';™'*' P'^son or any witness on oath, tonShing the 
place of the birth or last legal settlement of such person, and to take such other evidence or 
other measures as may by them be deemed necessary for ascertaining whelw S has 
gained any settlement in Scotland ; and if it shall be found by such sheriff or iostices that 

the person so brought before them was bom either in EuglLd or IrelaXoi tlirisle ff 
Man and has not gamed any settlement m Scotland, and has actnally become chargeable 
iusfh-.s ,h ““'’■nation by himself or his family, then such shefiff or 
justices shall, ancftbey are hereby empowered, by an order of removal under their hands 
which order may be dmwn up in the form of the^ScheduIe (A.) hereunto anixcd to 
such poor person, his wife, and such of his children as may not have gained a settlement in 

comphint or warrant in that behalf, Wrypoor^person whrSmllVelrt^’ P’''’™"® 

bTefe,ttbteTo?e^rr““^^^^^^^ 

Sil m'ak“3 Saml^Son'^lnT 

Ireland, and is in the conrfif> ^ ison of Stranraer, was bom in Donaghadee 

although the said John Stewart Lrnora”cmK?flr f St&nraer, ' 

in Scotland, or, if acquired, has not retain^rf sni’h combination 

actually become chargeable to the said narish of John Stewart has 

“■‘^=q"ence of which it has 

lhat by the Ac. 10 . f, Vic.., cap“; ol, seed, it is enacted, that nhe words justices of 

the 
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the peace shall be understood to include and extend to a justice of the peace or mauislrate 
of a county, county of a city or county of a town, or of any city or town corporate.” ° 

May It therefore please your Honore to inquire into and consider what is tefore set 
forth, proved m the manner prescribed by the said statute, that John Stewart was bom in 
Ireland, and has not acquired, or if acquired, has not retained, a settlement in any parish 
in bcofland, and that he has actually become chargeable to the said parish of Stranraer, and 
that the health of the said John Stewart is such as to admit of his removal, to grant the 
necessary order for his removal to Ireland accordingly; or to do otherwise in the premiaea 
as your Honors may see cause, all in terms of the foresaid Acts of Parliament, according 
to justice, &c. * 

H. Wait, Inspector. 



Enclosure 2 to No. 2. 

Medical Certificate, dated 13th February 1861. 

Certi6cate by a regular Medical Practitioner. 

I HEREBY solemnly declare, on soul and conscience, that the health of John Stewart is 
good, and m a state to admit of bis removal, as above craved, either by land or water. 



Stranraer, 13 February 1861. 



Robert Wikon, Surgeon. 



Enclosure 3 to Noi 2. 

Deposition of James and Margaret Stewart,, dated ISth February 1851. 



_ „ - Stranraer, 13 February 1851. 

JJeposition of James Stewart and Margaret Davidson, or Stewart, his wife, who, being 
solemnly sworn, declare that they are the parents of the before designed John Stewart, and 
that he was bom in Donaghdee, in the county of Down, Ireland; that they came to 
Scotland about ten months a^o, and that they have not acquired any legal settlement in 
anypansh m Scotland; that they are not able to support their child, the said John Stewart, 
in consequence of their being prisoners in the gaol of Stranraer, and the child has thus 
become chargeable to the parish. 



Wm. Galbraith, Witness. 
Henry ffatt, Witness. 



his 

James x Steward 
mark, 
her 

Margaret x Stewart. 
mark. 



Enclosure 4 to No. 2. 



Removal Order, dated ISth February 1851. 

Order for Retnoval to Ireland. 

Stranraer, 13 February 1861. 

We, Alexander McDowali, esquire, and Hugh McDpwall, esquire, two of the magis- 
trates of Stranraer, county of Wigtown, having considered the petition and certificate, and 
the declaration of the said James Stewart, and Margaret Davidson, or Stewart, find the 
facts set forth in the petition proved, and we do hereby order and adjudge the within 
designed John Stewart, who has become, and is now actually chargeable to the parish of 
Stranraer, to be removed to Ireland, in pursuance of the provisions of the Act 8 « 9 Viet. 
«. 68, s. '77. 

A. Me Hawaii, Provost. 

Hugh. Me Hawaii, Baili^ 



W. 



No. 



3.— 
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— No. 3.— 

Copr LETTER from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 

. dated 2d April 1851. 

(No. i6, 447/5* 0 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th ultimo, 
forwarding, by direction of the Board of Guardians of Belfast Union, the order 
of removal of a pauper child named John Stewart, who has been removed from 
Stranraer to Belfast; and in reference thereto, I am to state, for the information 
of the Board of Guardians, that the Commissioners have forwarded a copy of 
your letter, together with the order of removal, to the Board of Supervision at 
Edinburgh, and have requested their observations thereon. 



— No. 4.— 

LETTER from the Commissioners to the Board of Supervision, 
dated 3d April 1851. 

(No. 16,447/51.) 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to forward to you, to be laid before the Board of Super- 
vision, the enclosed copy of a letter which the Commissioners have received from 
the Board of Guardians of Belfast Union relative to the removal of a child 
named John Stewart from Stranraer to Ireland, together with a copy of the 
order for the removal of this child, which accompanied the clerk’s letter ; and 
in reference thereto, I am to request that the Board of Supervision wiU be so 
good as to favour the Commissioners with their observations on the subject. 

I am at the same time to state that the Board of Guardians of Belfast Union 
Hjuestion the legality of tbe removal. 



— No. 5. — 

Copy LETTER from the Board of Supervision to the Commissioners, 
dated 5th April 1851. 



(No. 19,193/51.) 

I HAVE to acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated 3d April, enclosing 
copy of a letter from tbe Board of Guardians of Belfast Union relative to the 
removal of a child named John Stewart from Stranraer to Ireland, together 
with a copy of the order for the removal of this child, which accompanied the 
clerk’s letter. 

The whole of these documents will be laid before the Board of Supervision, 
and their observations will be communicated to you. 

According to the recent decisions of the courts of law in this country, I am 
disposed to think that the removal was not illegal, the child having been virtually 
. deserted by its parents ; and as the regulations of tbe General Prison Board do 
not permit a cbUd of that age to be confined in gaol along with its parents, there 
must necessarily have been a separation from them, so that no additional hard- 
ship would arise fro.m tbp child being removed to Belfast. 



-No.-6.- 
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— No. 6. — 

Copy LETTER from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, date-s 12th 
April 1851. 

(No. 1 9, 193/5 1- 

. With reference to your letter of the 24th ult., forwarding, by direction of the 
Board of Guardians of Belfast Union, the removal order which accompanied a 
child, named John Stewart, who has been removed from Stranraer to Ireland, X 
am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the 
Poor in Ireland to forward to you, for the information of the -Board of Guardians, 
the accompanying copy of a letter which they have received from the Board of 
Supervision on the subject. 



_ No. 7. — 

EXTRACT from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board pf Guardians, 
dated 9th April 1851. 

' (No. 20,133/51.) 

That the Commissioners be requested to favour the Guardians with the 
correspondence from the Board of Supervision; Scotland, in reference to thp 
child, John Stewart, at convenience. 



- — No. 8.— 

Copy LETTER from the Board of Supervision to the Commissioners, 
dated 19th April 1851. 

(No. 22,727/51.) 

I HAVE submitted your letter of the 3d of April, with the accompanying 
documents, relative to the removal of a child, named John Stewart, from 
Stranraer to Ireland, to the Board of Supervision. 

I am directed to state, for the information of the Commissioners for ad- 
ministering the Laws for the Relief of the Poor in Ireland, that the Board of 
■Supervision are not prepared to say that the removal , of John Stewart by the 
parochial authorities at Stranraer was illegal, although it may have been a 
rigorous exercise of the law, and one which the parochial Board, in the exercise 
pf a sound discretion, might perhaps have avoided. 



— No. 9.- 



CoPY LEITER from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians, 
dated 30th April 1851. 

• (No. 22,727/51,) 

With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of the removal of a 
child, named John Stewart, from Stranraer to Ireland, I am directed by the 
<!lommissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
,to forward to you, to be laid before the Board of Guardians of Belfast Union, 
the enclosed copy of a communication which the Commissioners have received 
‘from the Board of Supervision at Edinburgh on the subject. 



^ '529. A3 —No. 10.— 
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— No. 10. — 



Copy LETTER from the Commissioners to the Board of Supervision, 
dated 30th April 1851. 

(No. 22,727/51.) 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
19th instant, relative to the removal of a child, named John Stewart, from 
Stranraer to Ireland ; and 1 aim -to express the Commissioners’ thanks for your 
letter. 



—No. n.— 



Copy DECLARATION of Master of the Workhouse, dated 10th May 1851. 



(No. 36,036/51.) 

County of Antrim,| I, William Tidd, master of the Belfast Union Workhouse, 
to wit. /Belfast, do solemnly and sincerely declare, that a child named 
John fetewart, aged 15 months, was presented at the workhouse for admission, 
on an order signed by William Vance, relieving officer, on the 14th day of 
February 1851, when he was received into this workhouse, and remained as an 
inmate up till the 4th day of April 1851 ; on which last named day, a woman, 
who stated that she was mother of tlie child, John Stewart, came to the work- 
house, and presented a document to the following effect, viz. : 



“ Stranraer, 3d April 1851 . 

“ This is to certify that the bearer, Margaret Davidson or Stewart, is mother 
ot John Stewart, the child who was sent from Stranraer to Belfast, and admitted 
into the workhouse on the 15tli February 1851. 

“ Henry Watt, 

“ Inspector of Poor.’* 

And I make the above solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same 
by virtue of the provisions of an Act made and passed in the 
6th and 6th years of the reign of His Majesty King WilUam the Fourth, for the 
in^euThereof extrajudicial oaths, and substituting declarations 

(signed) William Tidd. 

Declared and subscribed before me, at Belfast, this 10th day of May 1851. 

(signed) John Clarke, J. P. 



— No. 12.— 



DECLARATION of Relieving Officer of Belfast Union, dated 10th May 1851. 
(No. 36,036/51. 

County of Antrim, \ I. William Vance, relieving officer of the Belfast Union do 
o ^ T' .1, sincerely declare, that a child named John Stewart 

aged 15 months, was presented to me with a removal order from Mip 
authorities, on the Uty ay of February 1801. I on the same awgave au orfer 

And 
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And I make the above solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same 
to be true, and by virtue of provisions of an Act made and pLsed in the 5th and 
6th years of the reign of His Majesty Eng William the Wh, for the sun 
liru Zeof extrajudicial oaths, and substituting declaratZs Fn 



(signed) Williavt Vance. 

Declared and subscribed before me, at Belfast, this 10th day of May 1851. 

(signed) Jo/m Clarice, J. P. 
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BELFAST isiON, &c. 




Undp' 1 as. 
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